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In the human rights field, 2010 was a year both of 
continuity and reform: from the 10th anniversary of 
the European Charter on Fundamental Rights and 
the quickening pace of the EU’s accession to the 
European Convention on Human Rights to the 
reform of the Human Rights Council.  
 
Defining and discussing key developments in hu-
man rights in Europe and in the world, the third edi-
tion of the European Yearbook on Human Rights 
brings together 33 contributions by renowned hu-
man rights experts that provide a much needed 
overview and much sought after analysis. 
 
Edited jointly by representatives of four major Euro-
pean human rights research, teaching and training 
institutions, the Yearbook 2011 contains extensive 
sections on developments in the field of the three 
main organizations charged with securing human 

rights in Europe: EU, Council of Europe and OSCE. A further chapter contains contributions on the role 
of civil society in human rights protection and on cross-cutting topics.  
 
Holistic in its approach, but detailed in its analyses, the European Yearbook on Human Rights 2011 pro-
vides its readers with a comprehensive overview of the human rights situation in Europe in 2010. The 
impressive array of authors – academics and diplomats, practitioners and human rights experts – makes 
the book essential reading for anyone interested in human rights in Europe and beyond. 
 

Editors:  

Wolfgang Benedek (European Training and Research Centre for Human Rights and Democracy – ETC 
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Rights and Democratisation – EIUC, Venice), Wolfram Karl (Austrian Institute for Human Rights – OIM, 
University of Salzburg),  Manfred Nowak (Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights – BIM, Universi-
ty of Vienna). Associate Editor:  Matthias C. Kettemann (Institute of International Law and International 
Relations, University of Graz) 
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Contributions 
I Topics of the Year 
Florence BENOÎT-ROHMER: La Charte des droits fondamentaux de l’Union européenne dix ans après sa proclamation  
Manfred NOWAK, Moritz BIRK, Tiphanie CRITTIN and Ju lia KOZMA: UN Human Rights Council in Crisis – Proposals to 
Enhance the Effectiveness of the Council 

 
II European Union  
Wolfgang BENEDEK: EU Action on Human and Fundamental Rights in 2010 
Olivier DE SCHUTTER: The New Architecture of Fundamental Rights Policy in the EU 
Jean Paul JACQUÉ: L’adhésion de l’UE à la Convention européenne des droits de l’homme et des libertés fondamentales 
Paul GRAGL: Accession Revisited: Will Fundamental Rights Protection Trump the European Union's Legal Autonomy 
Jeffrey KENNER: The Court of Justice of the EU and Human Rights in 2010 – Entering a Post-Lisbon Age of Maturity? 
J. GRIMHEDEN and G. N. TOGGENBURG: A Sleeping Beauty Awakes: Criminal Law from a Fundamental Rights Perspective  
Theodor RATHGEBER: Much Talk but Little Vitality: The European Union in the Human Rights Council in 2010 
Koen DE FEYTER: In Defense of a EU Human Rights Guideline on Social Protection 
Davide ZARU: EU Reactions to Violations of Human Rights Norms by Third States 
Michael CERULUS: Extraterritorial Human Rights Obligations of the European Union 
Maria LENSU: Equality and Non-Discrimination in EU External Action 
Michael REITERER and Dimitri VANOVERBEKE: Japan and the Death Penalty from a European Perspective 
Karin ARTS: The European Union, Development Cooperation and Human Rights at a Crossroads 
Ina MØRCK: The EU-China Human Rights Dialogue – Nothing but Talk?  
Maria ZUBER: Safeguarding the EU’s Interpretation of Human Rights: the European Commission’s Acquiescence to Premature 
Ratifications of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
Stefanie DÖRNHÖFER: Data Retention under Observation: Defining the Limits of Preventive Surveillance 
Alexander BALTHASAR, Robert MÜLLER-TÖRÖK and Alexand er PROSSER: eParticipation in the Field of Administrative 
Law: An Austrian Initiative to Meet European Challenges 
Helen SHERIDAN: Assessing the Effectiveness of the EU Arms Export Control Regime in Curbing Irresponsible Arms Exports 
 
III Council of Europe 
Agnieszka SZKLANNA: The Role of Interim Measures Indicated by the ECtHR under Rule 39 for the Protection of Aliens 
Against Their Removal Contrary to the ECHR 
Yves HAECK, Clara BURBANO HERRERA and Leo ZWAAK: Strasbourg’s Interim Measures Under Fire: Does the Rising 
Number of State Incompliances with Interim Measures Pose a Threat to the European Court of Human Rights? 
Sarah BAIER: “No Significant Disadvantage” – First Case-Law on the New Admissibility Criterion Introduced by Protocol No. 14  
Irina LUPUSOR: Implementation of Judgments of the ECtHR as a Tool to Establish a “Language of Law”: the Case of Moldova 
Rick LAWSON: Across the Universe? The Extra-Territorial Application of the European Convention on Human Rights  
Sarah KUMAR and Klaus STARL: Harmonizing Standards? ECRI Reporting on the Media in its Fourth Monitoring Cycle 
Matthias C. KETTEMANN: Ensuring Human Rights Online: Selected CoE Initiatives in the Information Society Sector in 2010 
Andreas KIEFER: Human Rights: Local and Regional Authorities in Action 

 
IV OSCE 
Christian STROHAL: Renewal or Stagnation? The OSCE and the Protection of Human Rights After the Astana Summit 
Clare PREECE: Tackling Islamic Radicalization in Kyrgyzstan: A Role for the OSCE? 
 
V  Civil Society, NGOs and Cross-cutting Issues  
Éamonn MAC AODHA and Kirsten ROBERTS: National Human Rights Institutions in Europe 
Laura VAN DEN EYNDE: The Litigation Practices of NGOs before the European Court of Human Rights: An Overview  
Manfred NOWAK: Torture and Condition of Detention in the 21st Century: 60 Recommendations to States and the UN  
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